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Opening Shots

Since the start of this year,
there has definitely been a
renewed sense of
exuberance around
Baragee.
On A vcom, one member
commented that perhaps
the “glory days of old
Baragwanat h are returning”.
Well, let‟s hope so.
The events committee have
decided to try and have at
least one get together each
month and thus far we have
had two extremely
successful lunch fly ins.
Both are covered
extensively in this edition of
the newsletter.
E X-S ILVE R FALCONS IMPALA
From my side, I must make
special thanks to all those
individuals who are the
driving force of these get togethers. They have really
started something good and
hopefully more and more of
the Bara residents will come
on board.
Also, I have used a number
of photographs who the
likes of Bruce Perkins, Mike
Gill and Adrian Roebl (those
gifted photographers) have
allowed me to us e their work
as part of the Baragwanath
Barometer‟s content. So
enjoy, there really are some
stunning images.
And finally (the last word
from me), if any of you, the
readers, would like to
contribut e anecdotes,
articles, musings or pictures,
it would be welcomed!
Enjoy...
Courtney Watson
(Editor)
INTREP ID AVIA TOR – BOB HAY
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R1000.00 Lunch
I‟m a teacher, and we just
finished the term. So, after
packing up my books,
pencils and red pens, I
dashed home, picked up the
airfield paraphernalia and
decided to head out to
Baragee. For the whole
morning, I had been staring
out of the window, watching
the cloudless blue without a
breath of wind, and every
time I heard an aeroplane
drove overhead, there was a
pang on jealousy.
No matter, class was over
and now it was my turn.
I still get butterflies in my
stomach driving out to the
airfield...anticipating whether
the weather would hold, who
else would be out there, and
hoping I could impress
myself with my flying
abilities. It‟s strange how,
even after a week of not
being behind the controls,
you second guess yourself
and wonder if by some fluke
or mistake, you would have
lost the touch.

Now, I must admit that the reasons why I decided to go flying
were two-fold. Firstly, I couldn‟t waste a day of this sort of
perfection, and secondly, I was going to head across to
Krugersdorp to try and get the word out about a lunch time get
together in the following two weeks at Baragwanath. I thought
that if I went to some of the neighbouring airfields, I might be
able to encourage some more flying types to join our gettogether and entice them to spend the R500.00 or R1000. 00 of
fuel in joining us.
You see, the flying fraternity is a closely woven one and although
each one of us enjoys to blast around our local field on a
Saturday or Sunday afternoon, it‟s always good to have an
opportunity where we can meet up, get all sentimental about
each other‟s aeries, and kick an imaginary rudder or heave over
an imaginary stick while we hangar talk.
So, after I pre-flighted, noted the non-existent wind and wound
over the prop, I found myself trundling down the runway and
turning out towards Krugersdorp. Upon arrival, I did a runway
inspection and a fast, high angled pull out. I can‟t resist arriving
in style when I get to another airfield, and I hope it‟s because,
well, it‟s a whole lot of fun, not just an announc ement of my
arrival.
My landing was a three pointer, right on the numbers, and I felt
my chest suck up with a bit of self pride – apparently I still had it (
my next landing would probably show me whose boss – just to
shake out this cockiness).
After parking the little Cessna 140 and shutting her engine down,
I took a stroll to see who was around. In the corner of an opened
hangar, the yellow wings of a Tiger Moth caught my eye and I
headed off for a
closer look.
There were in
fact two Tigers
in the hangar
along with an
Aeronca and a
Citabria. From
the open hangar
opposite, I
heard some
voices, so I
decided to
introduce
myself. As I
moved inside,
the whiff of
fabric dope and
engine oil
caught my
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in the air while
they are stuck
on the ground.

senses. Bits and pieces of
countless nameless aircraft
were packed from wall to
wall, each one waiting to be
resurrected from whatever
unfort unate incident brought
it there. The voice belonged
to one of the local
Krugersdorp characters who
were rummaging through
old aircraft parts. We had a
chat and when I told him
about the up-and-coming
lunch, his eyes lit up with
the affirmation of attending.
We said our farewells, and I
continued my stroll around
the airfield, making my way
down to the end of the grass
runway. When I was half
way there, a whit e bakkie
caught up with me, and
another familiar face offered
me a lift. The first thing he
said was “Saw you arrive,
very nice flypast...I really
need to get into the air...”
And that‟s what‟s so special
about pilots. We all feel part
of a kindred spirit, each one
envious of the guy who is up

ZS-UKW AND ZU-E CP FORMA TION

He showed me
around his
hangar and we
wondered
around yet
another Tiger as
well as a few
Cubs and some
homebuilts.
Overhead we
heard a twin
approach, low
level and both
of us watched in
silence as he
came in on
finals, touched
down, and then
opened up for a
second circuit.

I mentioned the get together for lunch to my friend and his eyes
lit up as well.
At this point I must explain the reason for this enthusiasm for a
get together. A few weeks back one of our friends at Baragee
decided to initiate a lunc h time braai – open invitation to anyone.
Come in an aeroplane and you were entitled to a free prego roll.
A small incentive to make up for the price of fuel getting to and
from Baragwanath.
We had about twenty-odd aeroplanes come through for lunch,
and by all accounts, it was a huge success. We had some
amazing aircraft, a few choppers and a really wonderful
grassroots flying atmos phere.
So, we thought why not make it a monthly event, and this time it
was my turn to spread the word and organize it all.
But back to the story.
Before I left Krugersdorp, I was feeling a bit peckish and so I
headed into the clubhous e to see what I could scrounge. Luckily
there was a woman tending the bar, so I ordered a coke. The
kitchen was still open, so I ordered my own hamburger.
Munching the thick, oily patty, I thought about the whole day‟s
events. A few hours ago I was starring out of a window, wishing I
could be in the sky and here I was, the glow of a half an hour
flight in my smile. It would have cost me about R350.00 (t hese
85 hp Cessnas are cheap to run) to get in the air, chat to some
mates, see some interesting aeries and have a hamburger and
coke.

Page 4

The Baragwanath Barometer

Issue 2, 2009

What a bargain!
When I had to leave, I had
been asked to do a flypast
along the grass runway, so
after takeoff, a made a huge
teardrop in the sky and
headed over the grass,
wagging my wings to say
goodbye.
Two figures were waving
back from the ground.
Courtney Watson

Blast from the
Past

CAP TION – DRONING OUT FROM BARAGWANA TH, TIGER
MOTHS FORM UP OVE R A BELT OF TREES NORTH OF THE
RUNWAY

My folks were busy repainting the house, and therefore, all of the books and files were taken off the shelves.
In doing so, we found some real treasures – newspaper clippings that were lost to the sands of time...
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YOU DON‟T SEE THIS EVERYDAY – OVE R JHB CE NTRE !

A SLICE OF JOHN‟S P ITTS‟ PAST
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Chairman’s
Chatter
To all JLP C Members,
Hi all!
AVGAS Supplies at
Baragee
Please be advised that I
have managed to secure
some drums of fuel for club
members. AVGAS is in
short supply at many
airfields right now due to the
transport strike.

You will no doubt be

COLLECTING FUEL...THANKS GUYS!

happy to note that the
drum s now in stock are
somewhat cheaper than
the last lot at R 2 300,- per
drum.

In view of the fuel supply situation as it now is, and will remain for
the foreseeable future, the committee has decided to purc hase a
bakkie for, amongst other duties it can perform, collecting fuel in
drums for us. It will also serve as an emergency recovery vehicle
for the airfield and to this end, the purchas e of a suitably

Please note:
We are no longer able to

equipped trailer has also been authorized. More about this in the
newsletters.

source fuel delivered to us
in drums and we now have
to collect our supplies
ourselves. It is now
imperative that A viation Fuel
approved drums are not left
open after use and are

Back to the drums. After use, please ensure that:1)

The drums are properly sealed.

2)

They are not damaged in any way.

3

They are returned to Peet promptly. We are missing
several drums. Please advise Peet if you have a
drum that we can us e.

definitely not turned into
braais or anything like that.
We desperately need
those drum s to be
returned to Peet.

Repairs and Maintenance to the Hangars
We have started to carry out repairs to the hangars in Row 4,
(southern-most row). Those members in thos e hangars are
hereby notified that over the next few weeks you will be asked to
move your aeroplane/s from the hangar. We do have one or two
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hangars available for the

planners from Westonaria and the West Rand

hangaring of your aerie, so

Region. Development of the region is going to take place.

they will not be standing

However, not all is “doom and gloom”. The planners are very

outside whilst repairs are

aware of our presence and have assured us that the airfield will

being carried out. If you

feature in their proposals. They have assured us that we will be

have other “stuff” inside the

kept informed and consulted at every stage. Feel free to contact

hangar, it is your

any one of the committee members should you require more

responsibility to either

information. They have all been informed.

secure it or remove it. No
liability will be accepted or

Your co-operation will be greatly appreciated!

claims entertained for
“missing” or “damaged”

Safe flying to all!

family heirlooms.
Regards,
All of the doors are going to

Noel Otten

be removed, have new

Chairman JLPC

frames fitted and all wheels
will be replac ed. Also, there
will be structural
modifications made to the
roof trusses. The workers
need clear space inside
the hangar in which to
work.
Please ensure that Mrs.
Denise Paterson,
(Secretary), has your

VARIOUS
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
REPAINTING THE
RUNWAY
MARKINGS... AN
E XCE LLE NT JOB!

contact details, (tel. and
cell numbers and e-mail
address).
Contact Deni se 011-8870626 (W) or
denise@brano.co.za

Township Developments
Around Baragee.
Recently, Mike McAuley,
Johan Maritz and I met with
some of the town and urban
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Events
8 MARCH – LUNCH
On the second Sunday in
March, Mike Gill put out an
invitation to any interested
and aviationally enthusiastic
parties, the background idea
being that if you flew on the
day, you‟d get a free prego
lunch!
About 30 aircraft took to the
skies and the vibe around
the clubhouse was informal
and had a real sense of the
positive grassroots aviation
enthusiasm which was a
hallmark of yesteryear
Baragwanat h.
The chatter amongst
incoming and participating
pilots was overwhelming
and it was decided that we
should have some sort of
informal event of this nature
on an ongoing basis to try
and generate more of a club
vibe around Baragee.
So, well done to Mike for a
fantastic day out and
especially for being the
catalyst that is putting Bara
back on the map.
What follows is a brief photo
gallery of some of the aeries
that took to the skies.
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OVERLEAF (TOP) DAVE GILL‟S
AUS TER; OVERLEAF (MIDDLE ) THE
WATSONS IN FORMA TION BREAK;
OVERLEAF (LEFT) ELTON BONDI‟S
E XTRA; OVERLEAF (BOTTOM)
CESSNA CA RAVAN PILOT

THIS PAGE: LEFT – A IR CAM AND
AUS TER FORMA TION; MIDDLE LEFT
– HELICY CLE; BOTOM LEFT –
CESSNA CA RAVAN; MIDDLE RIGHT –
BARON; BOTOM RIGHT – R22
CHOPPER
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19 APRIL – LUNCH
Following the success of
Mike‟s enterprise last
month, we decided to hold
another fly-in of similar
format, this time run by the
Watsons, with the help of
Mike and Noel.
Open invitations went out on
A vcom and Gordon Dyne,
editor of the A frican Pilot
Newsletter as well as Karl
Jensen were a huge help in
gathering the troops and
getting the word out.
I must also thank Johan for
manning the radio on the
day and for all of the braai
helpers and Brindy and the
rest of the Watson clan who
clubbed in to make the day
a success.
We counted fifty aircraft at
the airfield, most of whom
were outsiders and a most
enjoyable time was had by
all.
There were some informal
displays in the box by RV7s,
an Extra, a Yak and a Pitts
S1 as well as a number of
runway inspections where
pilots paraded their pride
and joy.
The aviation photographers
came in en-masse and
stood in the baking sun at
the end of the runway and a
thanks must go out to all of
them for taking the time to
create such beautiful shots
(many of which are featured
in this magazine). Adrian,
Bruce and Keaton in
particular have done some
great work.

TOP – BRIA N
IN HIS
SUPERCUB;
MIDDLE –
BARRY ELES
IN HIS E XTRA;
BOTTOM –
SWIFT

Also, thanks to all of the
pilots who made their way
out to Baragee. We had
great company, great food
and great fun!
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Air Cam
Auster
Aviat Eagle
Cessna 140
Cessna 150
Cessna 170
Cessna 175
Cessna 210
Cheetah
Comanche
Cozy
Europa
Europa
Extra 300
GP 4
Gyrocopter
Helicycle
Jabiru
Jabiru
KR 2
Maul
Maul
Pietenpole
Piper Arrow
Piper Arrow
Piper Colt
Piper PA-11
Piper Supercub
Piper Supercub
Piper Tri Pacer

ZU-DYH
ZS-UOU
ZU-GDO
ZU-ECP
ZS-MAV
ZS-VAL
ZS-CPU
ZS-KNV
ZS-CVE

TOP – YAK 52;
MIDDLE – TE CHNAM;
BOTOM -

Piper Tri Pacer
Pitts Special S1
Robin
Robin
Rockwell Commander
RV-7
RV-7
RV-7
Samba
Samba
Sinus Pipistrel
Skybolt
Sportstar
Swift
Tailorcraft
Technam
Tiger Moth
Tiger Moth
Velocity
Yak 52

ZU-BDF
ZS-MEL
ZS-JSV
ZS-JAN
ZU-ENV
ZU-ORV
ZU-LUZ
ZU-CJB
ZU-CUD
ZS-GVV
ZS-UWA
ZU-EIJ
ZS-BCE
ZS-BLD
ZU-MMP
ZS-FZF
ZS-UKW
ZU-CYJ
ZU-CWO

ZU-DAR
ZU-BFI
ZU-DJJ
ZS-BDE
ZU-CLC
ZU-AGM
ZU-EAA
ZU-CJV
ZU-BCB
ZS-LLV
ZU-BUO
ZS-LLE
ZS-FYM
ZS-UEB
ZS-VTT
ZS-IOU
ZS-OXX
ZS-DXH
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UP AND COMING...
So, next up we will
have a Poker Run,
starting and finishing at
Baragee. Details are
still to be finalised, but
at the moment it looks
th
like the 30 May is the
date. Watch this space
for details.
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The Henshaw
Challenge
In 1939 between the 5th and
the 9th of February Alex
Hens haw flying a specially
modified Percival P6 Mew
Gull flew from London to
Cape Town in 39 hours, had
a nights sleep and then flew
back again in just over 39
hours. He approached this
challenge wit h good old
fashioned English guts, and
pushed himself way beyond
what anyone would consider
to be normal limits.

The Baragwanath Barometer

the Spitfires produced during the war years.
His level of skill was astonishing, one day while testing a
Lancaster bomber he was observed to barrel roll it, they put him
back in a Spitfire as soon as possible.
After the War, he gave up flying.
His record still stands today.
(From www.capechallenge.com)

To illustrate his total
disregard for his own
physical condition, consider
that he ate virtually nothing
while in the air, had not slept
the night before he left and
he suffered an attack of
Malaria on the return trip
over central Afric a and at
one point passed out while
in the air in dense cloud.
THE REFURB ISHE D PERCIVA L MEW GULL
On arriving back in England,
he passed out again
immediat ely after landing
and had to be lifted out of
his aircraft. The next day he
met with the crowds who
had mobbed the airfield
awaiting his return hoping to
get a glimpse of their hero,
and after one night of sleep
greeted them.
Alex Henshaw was a true
British Hero, as war broke
out he immediately
volunteered for the RAF.
They felt that a man of his
skill would be better suited
to test flying. So he started
testing Wellington bombers,
he was soon bored by this
and found his way onto
Spitfires, testing 10% of all

In May 2009 an attempt will be made to better a long-standing
aviation record for light airc raft, using a GP 4 non-type certified
(homebuilt) light airc raft.
Chalkie Stobbart an airline captain with South African Airways
(SAA) will attempt to break the record which was set in February
1939 for a return flight between London and Cape Town, solo,
using a single engined aircraft.
(The GP-4 is owned and has been built by Tony van den Heuvel.
It is hangared at Baragwanath)
Changes in aviation in the 20th cent ury have been rapid. From
the Wright brothers' fledgling flight in 1903, through Charles
Lindbergh's crossing of the Atlantic in 1927 to the most
impressive record set by Alex Henshaw in 1939. Due to all these
advances in aviation, one would expect that this record would
have been broken in a matter of a few years, and yet, here we
are almost 70 years later and the record still stand. This is a
testament to the magnitude of the feat accomplished by Alex
Hens haw. The Osprey GP4 is capable of breaking this record
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and one would assume vast
differenc es in construction
and performance 70 years
later, and yet there is not
much difference other than
modern avionics...
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than the GP 4 at sea level, but this ability is reduced, even
reversed at the altitude due to the GP 4 having ret ractable
landing gear as opposed to the Mew Gull’s fixed gear.
The GP 4 has a larger wing area than the Mew Gull (104 ft² / 88
ft²) which results in more docile handling qualities and better
altitude capabilities, resulting in a better true
airspeed at cruise at a higher altitude, which
translates to better fuel economy.
Why a GP 4?
In 1939 the Percival Mew Gull, G-AE XF, was
extensively modified for the record breaking
flight. In all only six Percival Mew Gulls were
ever produced. Modifying and flying the Percival
Mew Gull for this record flight required absolut e
dedication and extraordinary skill to set a record
that has stood the test of time. Based on the
extraordinary performance of this aircraft the
question must be asked as to why a highly
successful range of general aviation light aircraft
based on the design of Percival Mew Gull were
not manufactured. The answer to this question
lies in the flying characteristics. The Mew Gull
was purpose built; it was designed specifically
for racing and in 1939 in racing trim G -AE XF
was faster than a Hawker Hurricane at sea level!
The Hurricane was then the leading fighter in the
RAF. Whilst G-AE XF set an important landmark
and a record which still remains unchallenged
almost seventy years later, its overall
performance envelope including stall speed,
stability, visibility and performance was not

From an aircraft perspective
the major differences
therefore exists in the
efficiency of the newer
generation powerplants, the
increased reliability of these
powerplants and more
importantly, new generation
satellite navigation and pilot
aids including the new
generation digital autopilots.
From a straight side-by-side
performance measurement
yardstick, the Mew Gull is
capable of higher speed

suited for the day’s GA pilots. Aviation is a
compromise. You want speed? Well that will cost
you something, stability, complexity, expense,
weight. Any one thing or all. The GP 4 by
comparis on is a low wing plans-built aircraft that
can be built in a suburban home garage and is
flown by general aviation pilots around the world.
Aside from the modifications to increas e fuel
capacity the record aircraft will be fitted with
locally produced Electronic Flight
Instrumentation (EFIS), be approved for flight by
Instrument Flight Rules and be equipped with an
autopilot, to reduce the workload on th e pilot.
(From www.henshaw-challenge.com)
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Aircraft
Construction
Engine

Propeller
Max speed
Max cruise
Stall Speed (at
normal gross)
Fuel
Fuel capacity
Fuel burn at
cruise
Enduranc e
Oil Capacity
Maximum Takeoff wt.
Navigation
Autopilot
Radio
Airports

The Baragwanath Barometer

Osprey GP 4
Wood / plywood, fiberglass
covered.
195 hp 4 cylinder 375 cubic
inch engine (Horizontally
opposed)
Hartzell Constant Speed
250 mph
230 mph @ 10 000 ft
66 mph

Percival Mew Gull
Wood / plywood, fabric
covered.
205hp (nominal) 6 cylinder
(Inverted) Gipsy Six Series
2
Ratier constant speed
247 mph
235 mph @ 7000 ft.
76 mph

A vgas 100 Low lead
Approx. 420 liters
Approx. 35 l/h

A vgas 100-130
Approx 410 liters
Approx. 40 l/h

3 600 km
8 liters
1000 kg (FAI class)

3 200 km
23 liters
1068 kg

GPS and standard IFR
instruments
Two axis, with vertical
speed and altitude hold
VHF, VOR, ILS, GPS, HF,
SatCom and transponder
Modern International
airports.

Compass and chronometer
None
None
Basic aerodromes, little or
no facilities
(From www.henshaw-challenge.com)

Page 15

Issue 2, 2009

The Baragwanath Barometer

Book Review
FLIGHT OF PASSAGE BY
RINKER B UCK

SYNOPSIS
In the Summer of 1966,
Rinker and Kernahan Buck,
two schoolboys from New
Jersey, bought a dilapidated
Piper Cub for $300.00,
rebuilt it in their barn, and
took off on a journey of a
lifetime – a daring flight
across the Rockies to
California. They became the
youngest aviators on record
to fly America coast to
coast, and their thirst for
adventure, and their simple
audacity of their trip,
mirrored the innocence of
the times. Because they
couldn‟t afford one, they
navigated all the way to
California without a radio.

This is one of my favourite aviation stories, particularly since it is
an actual account which really happened. This story is peppered
with humour that pilots and non-pilots alike will really enjoy.
We have two boys, in their teens, who have this avid passion for
flying and this enthusiasm drips off each page. It harks back to
the grassroots aviation of yesteryear and I think that is something
which each one of us can relat e to.
You‟ll finish this book in a weekend bec ause once you get
started, you really can‟t stop. It is a bit difficult to get hold of in
traditional book shops, but I‟ve found that Amazon.co.uk has a
few copies in stock.
If you haven‟t read Flight of Passage you must... and then go
and fly in your aeroplane. It‟s just what aviation is all about.

The critically acclaimed
Flight of Passage is also a
timeless story of fathers and
sons. The Buck brothers
retrac ed a mythical route
West flown by their father,
Tom Buck, a brash,
colourful ex-barnstormer
who had lost his leg in a
tragic air crash, but who so
loved the romance of flight
that he taught his boys to fly
before they could drive.
Now, winging it out across
the deserts and the
mountains, the brot hers
must separat e from this
difficult, quirky man. Yet
Flight of Passage goes
beyond two young men in
search of themselves and
their country. It is a narrative
about the eternal enigma of
family, of freedom won at
the cost of pain and truth,
told with a storytelling power
that is both brave and rare.
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DVD Review
ONE SIX RIGHT

For me, this film is the
definitive aviation
documentary. It celebrat es
the history of recreational
aviation through the eyes of
Van Nuys Airport in
Southern California.
Van Nuys is, I suppose, a bit
like Rand Airport in that
there is always something
happening in the skies
overhead.
In this film, there is exquisite
footage of a J-3 Cub,
Mustang, DC-3, Pitts
Special and a whole lot
more, including archival
footage that traces the birth
of aviation in the United
States.
In terms of camera work, I
have not seen better. It
captures the romance of
flight. To be honest, I don‟t
really want to write a whole
lot more about the film
because whatever I put
down isn‟t going to do it
justice.
Do yourself a favour. Get
hold of a copy. Open a
bottle of red wine and enjoy
the experienc e. The story
will resonate alongside your
own flying story and getting
up into the sky will be all you
can think about for a long
time after that.
Wings „n Things has a few
copies, but you can also get
hold of it on the US EAA
website or on
Amazon.co.uk.
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Parting Shot
Well, I hope you have
enjoyed this edition of the
Baragwanat h Barometer. I
had a lot of fun putting it
together, and if you have
anything that you would like
to have included, or any
comments and suggestions,
don‟t hesitate to email me:
cwatson@stithian.com
“There I was; fog so thick I
couldn‟t see the
instruments. The only way I
knew I was inverted was
because my flying medals
were in my eyes . But I
knew I was in real trouble
when the tower called me
and told me to climb and
maintain airfield elevation”
(Slipping the Surly Bonds:
Dave English)

Idiot of 2008
Early this year, some Boeing employees on the
airfield decided to steal a life raft from one of the
747s. They were successful in getting it out of the
plane and home. Shortly after they took it for a
float on the river, they noticed a Coast Guard
helicopter coming toward them. It turned out that
the chopper was homing in on the emergency
locator beacon that activated when the raft was
inflat ed. They are no longer employ ed at Boeing.
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