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The Baragwanath Barometer
Editorial

The Flying Boat Edition

This year started with a bang,
and there’s been much
happening in the world of
Baragee. Unfortunately,
afternoon thunderstorms seem
to have made themselves at
home on Sundays, but
hopefully you’ve managed to
get some flying in nonetheless!
So, with all of the rain, I thought
that I’d run a weather and water
themed newsletter this quarter.
The committee have a number
of up-and-coming events
planned which are sure to make
this year a special one, and
let’s hope for lots of activity
around the airfield.
As always, any contributions to
the newsletter are most
welcome and I am pleased to
report that a number of our
members have stepped up to
the plate in putting down some
of their aviation stories.
Special thanks goes to our
chairman, Noel Otten, for his
articles on Strato Flying, the
Cygnet and some memories of
old Baragwanath.

A Short Flying Boat of old on the Vaal Dam

I managed to find this photograph while going through some of my
Grandfather’s pictures. These flying boats used to use
Haartebeespoort as well at the Vaal during stints of the lengthy
journey from Portsmouth (usually) in England.
Imagine seeing one of these brutes opening up, the engine straining
against its mountings and the hold of the water. Spray everywhere,
hopefully not sending sailing boats into the sprawl of its wake as it
planes and then comes unstuck. It changes from a boat to an aircraft
and claws upward, through the aloe and thorn tree mountains.
It must have been quite a thing...

The feature article in this
edition, however, comes from
Eric Torr about learning to fly in
the early 80s. This is a good
one, so enjoy!
There’s also an article on page
three about the newly initiated
Baragwanath weather service,
which I am hoping will be
useful.
And from me, have a safe
2009, and may all of your
landings be the kind that you
can walk away from.
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Learning to Fly
by the next flight where the student did pitch and rudder control.
Here is a true story of how I
learnt to fly way back in 1981
on a microlight (Eagle).
The "instructor" was the local
importing agent who at the time
of training me, I do not believe
could fly the microlight at all!
The plane consisted of a large
wing, canard and two tip drag
type rudders with a climb speed
of 25mph, a cruise of 25mph
and she could not stall at all. All
of this was powered with a
temperamental Zenoha 22hp 2
stroke engine.
The first step was to slow taxi
this thing around the strip, "just
to get used to her". Remember
they were all single seaters in
those days and no better than
rags and wires.

The fourth flight meant that the plane was pulled up quite high, the
bakkie slowed done and the student had to get the nose down and
perform a "forced landing” with a slack tow. The last and final final of
the "dual training" was similar to the fourth, except that the tow was
released by the bakkie.
Finally the big moment arrives. Your prop, removed to reduce drag
during training, is fitted and you are off on your first solo flight.
The problem was when you got back - you had to drive the bakkie for
the next student and the student after that. It would now be your job
to hold the tow rope (or be "instructor")!
This method was very successful with no accidents at all. I might also
add that more than a year passed when we were invited to
Waterkloof Air Force Base for a safety seminar where these guys
started talking of TMA and CTR etc. After the meeting I asked one of
my mates what these items were. He answered that it must be some
code that only the SAAF knew and that it was not really meant for us.
How things have changed!
Eric Torr

Once the slow taxi thing
became okay, you had to take
her out on the runway and do
some fast taxis but I was
warned "not to go airborne".
This continued for about 10
hours, after which you
were really bored to tears of
staying on the ground with
this oversize go-cart.
Once the wind had dropped,
measured by means of a
cigarette which was lit at the
start of the pre-flight, and if the
smoke was still around when
the pre-flight was complete, it
was okay to fly. The first flight
was a towed flight where the
student remained in the
rearward position or take off
position. A bakkie was used to
pull you up and all you as
student had to do was keep her
straight on the runway. The
speed of the bakkie did the rest.

Bara Back in time (circa 1939) – Jo’burg had mine dumps then!

And
Baragwanath
now, without
the mine
dumps

The second flight was much like
the first except that the student
did a little pitch control, followed
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The Bara Weather
Bureau
Now, I know what you’re
thinking, a weather service, at
Baragwanath? Well, open
exclusively to the members of
JLPC, are two options in
reading the weather and flying
conditions. The one (seen
below) is currently functioning,
and the other, well, you can
decide whether it should be put
into production.

The other option is a highly complicated device that I saw at a
restaurant called ‘The Strandloper’ on the West Coast. Instruction
might be required for some pilots, or at least some ground school, for
its interpretation.

OPTION A:
1. Take this scientifically
designed card and hold
it to the sky.
2. If the sky matches the
card, the weather is
good enough to allow
airbourne pursuits.
3. Hold the corner of this
card upwards and away
from you.
4. If the wind blows the
card perpendicular to
the point which you are
holding:
a. Only very
brave
individuals
should fly.
5. If the card remains
upright:
a. Wind is perfect
for flight.
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This rock system was
utilized back when time
dawned and men
achieved flight by
flapping their arms as
fast as they could and
jumping off high cliffs.
Now days we call this
sort of flying recreation
plummeting, but even
though its popularity has
waned somewhat, the
principle of the weather
rock has remained
steadfast. It has
weathered the sands of
time, so to speak. For
interpretation,
instructions can be found
on the above graphic.

The Baragwanath Barometer
Issue 1, 2009

Year End Braai 2008
Special thanks must go out to
Mike and Noel for organizing
the year end braai which was a
resounding success. Some
feedback:

Hi Mike/Noel,
Thanks for a fantastic
afternoon. I had a great time we should get together like this
more often!

I would also like to (on separate occasions per airfield) send an
invitation to some of the surrounding airports to host a lunch or
brunch. This could have all kind of benefits for us.
POKER RUN... the Watsons are veterans at organising these. One
is planned for 2009. Watch this space.
If you have any ideas for social events, please let me know your
thoughts and lets put them into action.
Mike

Thanks to you and the whole
clan for attending. It is great to
see the wives, fiancé's, and
girlfriends supporting our social
events.
Ideally I would like to offer a
little more than just a bring n
braai to the members but for
now this seems to give us a
degree of success.
Future FASY events: the year
went by at such a pace that the
planed events just didn't
materialise. I am determined
not to let it happen in 2009!!
We will more than likely be
having another Nav rally - I will
discuss this with Frank Ekard
and see if we can diarise the
event ASAP.

New members? Not actually..these ladies were there for a photo shoot...
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Congratulations!!!
Mike Gill got engaged during
December to Nicky!
Congratulations are definitely in
order – well done mate!

Up Diddly Up...
So, Chris has done all sorts of
altitude tests in his Cozy, and
he even broke an altitude
record, (there’s an good article
about in in the last SA Flyer
from 2008) but it turns out that
flying this high brought about
comments way back then
(sorry, no date was available for
this article...)

Chris van Hoof in his Cozy
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decided yet if this will be prepared
further.
Regards,
Noel Otten

I have heard that Paul Sabateur of
Springs
Airfield fame is busy rebuilding one of these. For
some
small field take offs, take note!

Regards,
Noel Otten

Chairman’s Message
Work will commence shortly on
upgrading the airfield with a
view to having it “registered”.
The work is mostly “cosmetic”
but necessary. New runway
markings, threshold markers
and centerline stripe. A new
windsock, (regulation size), will
be erected. The verges of the
runway will also be widened
slightly to 30 m overall.
Members will no doubt have
noticed the “exploratory”
extensions to the north / south
taxiway and the “roughly” 26 /
08 runway. This is not usable
as a runway. It has not been

And how about a cubby for just 150 pounds! What
a bargain!

Is there an author among us?
For those of you who don’t know, Roy Watson has published a book
about his early Baragwanath Flying experiences, right up to
commercial flights through Africa. It’s called ‘Bush Pilots Do It In
Fours’.
Despite the family bias coming from my review, I’m really proud of
Dad for his efforts and what he has produced is truly remarkable. It
includes numerous old pictures from the Margate Days, learning to fly
in the Tiger UKW (then BSF) which still lives at our airfield. The book
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goes on to detail his exploits in
DC 4s doing things like low
level food drops from Kenya. It
is a rare documentation of
Johannesburg sports aviation
and if you want a copy, come
and see us in Hangar 1.

expeditions in commercial airliners
stretching from the Antarctic as far as the
Northernmost Parts of Africa. Roy describes many incidents in the air,
on the ground, and with the local population in a light-hearted and
entertaining light that is sure to evoke a smile or two.

1967

The Blurb...
‘Bush Pilots Do it in Fours’
follows Roy Watson's flying
career and his fascination with
all things airborne, from the
very first steps through the
restoration of a Tiger Moth,
Aeronca and Zlin and some
exposure to aerobatics in these
'older' flying machines.
Thereafter, it moves towards
larger aircraft, with his
experiences maintaining
Hawker Siddley 748's. Roy was
heavily involved in establishing
an airline, specifically aimed at
supplying food, to impoverished
Africa and a close involvement
with Russian Aircraft and
Douglas DC4's. What follows is
his first taste of true 'bush
flying', which evoked a distinct
passion and love for the DC-4
(which inspired the title of the
novel itself). The novel finally
ends up with the challenging
repair and subsequent
conversion onto the Boeing
707. The flying exploits vary
from humorous undertakings
and happenings with his elderly
light aircraft up to major

Events – THE FAKR’s ARE COMING!
JLPC have extended an invitation to all Krugersdorp Flying Club
th
Members to join us at Bara G for lunch on Sunday 8 March in an
effort to establish a good neighbourly relationship.
In turn, the JLPC committee requests the company of all of our
members to be present and to join us in welcoming our visitors on the
day. This is a great opportunity to show off your aircraft to likeminded
individuals and spend the afternoon talking about aeroplanes!
This will obviously also be an opportunity to view the interesting flying
machines based at Krugersdorp, an airfield that is home to many rare
and exotic fixed wing aircraft as well as some interesting helicopter
types. If the above is not enough to excite you, perhaps the offer of a
free prego roll lunch might do the trick? Of course refreshments (and
beer) will be on sale.
Please rsvp for catering purposes to michaelgill@mweb.co.za or 083
289 0418. Lunch will be served from about 13:00. We look forward to
seeing you there!
Regards,
Mike Gill (on behalf of the committee)
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What to do at Bara
when its windy?

beers at the clubhouse, and it looks like
that could be a go in the future! We’ll let
you know if and when and where, but in the meantime, here is a brief
sample of some of his shots:

Alan Haynes and his son,
Alastair, have come up with a
brilliant activity to pass the time
when the wind is cross, and
flying is just not going to
happen!
Cue to windsurfer, go cart, land
yacht thing. With a few knots
and the tightening of some
ropes and pulleys, and of
course some sailing know-how,
walking becomes somewhat
pedestrian and the wind
becomes your oyster. Looks
like fun?

Photographs at
Baragwanath
Mike Gill has been taking
numerous photographs in and
around the airfield, and from my
side, I think that they are
absolutely superb!
So, hopefully on an evening in
the near future we can spend
some time after we’ve finished
flying looking at his handiwork.
I have spoken to Mike about the
idea of his presenting some
type of slide show over a few
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Of This and That...
Some interesting stuff from Karl
Jensen, Chairman of the
Experimental Aircraft
Association’s Chapter 322:

In the late 1930s this one-of-akind Helicron was placed in a
barn and forgotten. More than
six decades later this odd lost
little gem was rediscovered,
rebuilt, and reintroduced to the
world.
Although the manufacturer is
unknown, it's believed that this
car was built in France 1932.
Following the First World War it
was not uncommon for recently
displaced airplane engineers to
look towards the automobile
industry for employment.
As in this example, a few
entrepreneurs developed
propeller-powered cars with the
notion that propeller power was
an efficient means of moving a
vehicle. On this car, when the
wooden propeller is spinning at
full speed and efficiently, this
little 1,000-pound boat-tailed
skiff can hit freeway speeds
exceeding 75 mph. This is the
one and only Helicron in
existence, owned by Lane
Motor Museum in Nashville,
TN.

Any last words?
And with that, ends the first edition of the 2009 Baragwanath
Barometer. I hope that it has been an enjoyable and interesting read.
This newsletter is a great way for members to keep in contact and
hear what is happening in and around Bara G. It’s also the member’s
voice, so that you so much to those of you, who have emailed me
things to include and please, keep them coming. If there’s more
photos, pictures, gossip, news or events that you would like to
include, or any ideas and input, please feel
free to email me at cwatson@stithian.com.
Sorry about last month’s huge file that I
emailed across, but hopefully this one will be
a bit more manageable. Happy flying...
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