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The content of this booklet has been approved by the Accidents and
Incidents Investigations Division (AlID) of the South African Civil Aviation
Authority (SACAA) and adapted from a similar publication by the New
Zealand CAA, with their permission. Its purpose is to provide guidance
to the police, emergency services personnel and others in relation to
aircraft accidents. It provides information on the actions to be taken
should they witness or are required to attend an aircraft accident scene.
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Accidents and Incidents
Investigations Division (AlID)

The mandate of the AlID is to investigate
all accidents and serious incidents in order
to establish the cause of the accident and
come up with safety recommendations to
prevent recurrence of accidents. The aim of
the investigation is not to apportion blame
or liability but solely for safety purposes
and to prevent accidents from happening
in the future. Information emanating from
accidents investigations is also used to
recommend amendments to the regulations
where necessary and for safety promotions.

What is an accident?

An accident is defined as an occurrence associated with the operation of an
aircraft that takes place between the time any person boards the aircraft with
the intention of flight and all such persons have disembarked, and in which
any person suffers death or serious injury, or in which the aircraft sustains
substantial damage.

Investigation responsibilities

All aircraft accidents and incidents involving civilians must be reported at the
SACAA (AlID). The AlID will then notify all relevant parties and conduct the
investigation to establish the cause of the accident if deemed necessary.

The duration of the investigation of an accident may vary depending on the
severity and complexity of an accident. The investigation may be conducted
as a full on-site investigation with one or more investigators on site to gather
information or as a postal investigation (office based) where an investigator
does not go on site to gather information if it is not felt that field information
will not provide any additional information.

Notification of an accident

South African Civil Aviation Regulations (Part 12) require operators and pilots
to notify the Commissioner for Civil Aviation immediately after an aviation
accident and incident.



sriously injured as a result of the accident

ALy udlllage U piuperly vl uie ground

Details of damage to the aircraft

Name of the person reporting the accident and their contact details for
follow up.

Any other pertinent information e.g. location and identification of any far-
flung debris

Names and contacts of any witness as well as any photographic or video
footage available.







































